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ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE FOR 

TEEN FROM RED BANK CATHOLIC 


Ptivating audiences with a 
rformance of a sonnet and~monologue from Shake­

speare, Olivia Mullen from Middle· 
rov.'T1, a student of Keith Gissubel at 
Red Bank Catholic High School in Red 
Bank, placed as a semi·nnalist at the 
29th annual English-Speaking Union 
National Shakespeare Competition . 
The competition was held on April 23 
at Lincoln Center in New York City for 
58 winners of ESli Branch competi ­
tions nationwide, Olivia had won the 
ESli Monmouth County Branch reo 
gional competition. 

The Engl ish.Speaking Union Na­
tional Shakespeare Competition is a 
school-based program to help stu- Ollv1a Mullen, sem1-f1nalist In the 
dents develop their speaking and crit. 2012 English·Speaking Union 
ical thinking skills and their National Shakes~are Competltl?n 
appreciation of literature as they e.x- at Lincoln Center In New York City 
plore the beaury of the language and timeless themes in Shakespeare's 
works. In three progressive competition levels, smdems memorize, in ­
terpret, and perfonn monologues and son nets in their Q\\'T1 schools, at 
ESU Branch-sponsored community competitions, and at the National 
Shakespeare Competition. Inaugurated in 1983, the program has en· 
gaged more than 250,000 young people. 

As the wimler o f a local English-Speaking Union Branch Competi· 
tion, O livia was awarded the trip to New York Ciry for the fi nal stage of 
the competition. TIle provided the branch nnalists wi th twO fu ll da)~ 
of activities, induding an acting workshop al New York University's 
Tisch SdlOOI of the Arts and tours of New York Ciry. Perhaps best of all 
for these teenagers was the opportunity to spend a ,.,'eekend in New York 
City with other srudents from across the (OLInITY w ho share their love 
of theater, language, and, particularl y, Shakespe.lre. 

BSA TROOP 32 HONORS TWO NEW 
EAGLE SCOUTS 

9?icentl)', BSA (Boy Scouts of America) Troop 32 leadership, 
. outs, friends, and fami ly gathered to honor Eagle Scouts 

ody Barron and Erik Nordgaard. Both young men joined 
Troop 32 later in their scouting careers, when their fonner trOOP dis­
banded. Erik <\Od Cody remained determined and true to their scouting 
purpose, and th is, in turn, led them to adl ieve the most distinguished 
ra nk of Eagle SCOUL 

Eagle Scout Cody Barron 
Cody Barron is a 2011 graduate of Christian Brothers Academy 

(eBA) in Lincroft, where he ran varsity indoor and outdoor track for 
four years, servi ng as tea m captai n his senior year. Cody is a freshman 
at the University of NOlIe Dame, Soum Bend, Indiana, and is majoring 
in computer science. He is also a member of the Kn ights of Columbus. 

For his Eagle Projea, Cody planned, des igned, and supervised the 
installation of a paving-stone patio and walkway in the Memory Garden 
at De La Salle Hall on the grounds of ChriStian Brothers Academy, mak· 
ing the garden wheelchair and walker accessible for the retired residents. 
In addition, Cody's work team made improvements to the existing gar­
dens. Pan of Cody's purpose included making a difference o n the 
grounds of CBA. where he spent his high sdlool years. 
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MY HONOR 
I WILL Do..MY BEST.. 

lJoay Barron 

in service. · Brother Knight said. 
· 1 !.hink !.hal same sensitivity 
also played a pan in Cody's 
projea choice.. and we are really 
grateful for his generosity. It 

During the ceremony, Cody addressed his guests and fellow scouts 
and described the determination required to achieve the rank of Eagle 
Scout He funher commented o n how scouting will continue to affect 
his life. """ hile the signi ficance of reaching the rank of Eagle Scout hasn't 
yet sunk in, I'm positive that the values that scouting has instilled within 
me and all of the experience 1have gained along the way will allow me 
ta overcome any obstacle I may encounter and help other people to bet­
ter themselves and the world around LIS, ' Cody said. 

MY HONOR 
I WILL DO-MY BEST 

Eagle Scout Erik Nordgaard 
Erik Nordgaard is a 2011 

graduate o f Christian Brothers 
Academy, where he rowed for 
the varsity crew tearn for foUI 
years. Erik is currently a mid­
shipman (plebe) majoring in 
mechanical engineering and 
studying M.andarin Chinese at 
the United States Naval Acad­
emy at Annapol is, Maryland. 
In addition, Erik will continue 
his crew career as a Naval 
Academy varsiTY rower. 

Erik teamed up withEagle Scout Erik Nordgaard 
William J. Berry, Sr., past All­

State POS t Commander of VFW Post 2179, for his Eagle Projea. Erik 
chose the location for his projea in mem ory of h is late grandfather, a 
' ""arid War II Veteran and Post 2179 member. He envisioned his projea 
to be a connection to his grandfather as well as a. token of his apprecia­
tion to the Post's veterans. 

Mr. Berry said he IVas honored to speak on Erik's behalf at the Eagle 
Coun of Honor. He praised Erik's detennination and charaa er in com­
pleting two separa te initiatives for the Post, one being his EagJe Scout 
Leadership Pro jea . With regard to Erik's contributions to the Post and)s • Trees . Vegetables . Fertilizer 
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Grother Bud Knight, FSC, 
direaor at De l.a Salle Hall , 
stopped by Cody's work site 
on several occasions and ad­
mired the organized division 
of labor that transformed the 
space into a welcoming garden 
where the retired Brothers 
cou ld enjoy the outdoors. 

· 11 is refreshing when a 
young man today is interested 

his subsequem appoinunem to the United States Naval Academy, Mr. 
Berry said, ' I couldn't be more proud of him if he were my own SOil ." 

For his leadership project, Erik developed and completed a plan to 
build six piOlic tables fro m scratch as well as completely renovate a 100­
fOOl garden in the Post's center median. In his Coun of Honor speed l, 
Erik recounted fo nd memories of his scouting years, staning in first 
grade as a 'lIger Cub. I-Ie cond uded by sharing his profound perspective 
on leadership with his fellow troop members. ' You learn that your job 
as a leader is no t to tell o thers what to do, • he said, "but to pool re­
sources and develop a plan so the people you a re in command of can 
do their job to the best oftheir abil ity: 

The BSA Troop 32 family o ffers sincere congratulations to Erik 
ordgaard and Cody Barro n. 1nere is no doubt these fine young m e.n 

will fulfill t..he Eagle SCOUl Charge and continue to serve with honor, loy­
alty, courage, and cheerfulness. 
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